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Summary 

 

Headland Archaeology Ltd was commissioned to undertake a programme of archaeological works at 

Wanton Walls Farm, 103 Newcraighall Road, Edinburgh, to satisfy a planning condition set out by the 

City of Edinburgh Council. The programme of works consisted of a rapid desk based assessment (DBA), 

historic building recording (HBR) and an archaeological evaluation. This report presents the results of the 

archaeological evaluation. 

 

Ten trenches were excavated, providing a 5% sample of the available land. Made ground containing rubble 

and modern brick was encountered in all the trenches. In most this was present over a buried topsoil sealing 

glacial till. In three trenches made ground was present directly on the till, suggesting some parts of the site 

had been subject to truncation. 

 

Several cut features were recorded in glacial till. All were interpreted as relating to the known post-

medieval occupation of the farm. The archaeological evaluation did not reveal any evidence for earlier 

settlement and it seems likely that the farmstead was created on a ‘greenfield’ site in the 18th century. 
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Introduction 

 

Headland Archaeology Ltd. was commissioned to undertake an archaeological evaluation in 

advance of development at Wanton Walls Farm, 103 Newcraighall Road, Edinburgh, to satisfy a 

planning condition set out by City of Edinburgh Council. This was the third stage in an agreed 

program of works that also comprised a desk-based assessment and historic building survey 

(Geddes 2008). The works were carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 

prepared by Headland Archaeology Ltd and based on a brief prepared by City of Edinburgh 

Council Archaeological Service. The work took place between 26th and 28th August 2008. 

 

Background 

 

A full desk based assessment was undertaken and reported as part of the historic building 

recording (Geddes 2008), as summary is provided here. 

 

Wanton Walls Farm stands 2 miles southwest of Musselburgh and 5 miles east of Edinburgh 

(Illus 1). The steading was founded in the 18th century as part of agricultural improvements to 

Whitehill estate (later Newhailes). Map evidence shows a farm at Wanton Walls from the mid 18th 

century although the details are not clear. During the 19th century the farm was separated from 

the estate by the construction of a railway line associated with the thriving local coal mining 

industry. 

 

The landscape around the farm contains significant archaeological remains. A number of 

cropmarks are present in the fields to the north and south and include two Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments.  The closest is approximately 250m to the northwest and is described as an enclosure 

(SAM 4113). The other Scheduled Ancient Monument is a moated site of medieval date (SAM 

10580) located next to Brunstane House a further 200m to the northwest. To the east are two areas 

that contain traces of earlier rig and furrow cultivation (NMRS nos. NT37SW 573 and NT37SW 

61). 

 

Other cropmarks of note are two ring ditches; one is located 200m to the southwest of the farm 

(NMRS no. NT37SW 59), the other 200m to the southeast (NMRS no. NT37SW 58). These may 

represent remains related to prehistoric settlement. 

 

As well as a general potential for previously unrecorded remains it was thought that the site had 

potential to be the location of a medieval settlement prior to the creation of the 18th century farm.  

 

Objective 

 

The objective of the work was to establish the presence or absence of any archaeological remains 

in the proposed development area and if present to evaluate the depth, age and character of those 

deposits. 

 

Methods 

 

A series of trial trenches were machine excavated in open areas around standing buildings.  The 

trenches covered approximately 5% of the available area and amounted to 135m of linear trench 

1.6m wide. Excavation was undertaken using a flat-bladed bucket and was archaeologically 

monitored. 
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Any exposed features were cleaned by hand and fully recorded. All recording was undertaken 

using pro-forma record sheets, drawings were at standard scales (1:20 and 1:10). Photographs 

were taken using colour print and colour slide formats. 

 

Results 

 

Ten trenches were excavated within the proposed development area (Illus 1). Full detailed 

descriptions of these can be found in Appendix 1. Results are summarised below. 

 

Made ground containing rubble and modern brick was encountered in all the trenches. In 

Trenches 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 this was present over dark brown subsoil. This was over the natural 

glacial till and probably represents a buried topsoil. Though made ground was also present in 

Trenches 2, 9 and 10 the dark brown subsoil was not. The made ground was present directly on 

the natural till suggesting these areas have been subject to truncation. 

 

At the eastern end of Trench 4 was a linear, stone-lined feature cut into the glacial till. It was 

oriented northeast to southwest and was 1.35m wide. A single course of large stones was present 

along each side of the 0.5m deep cut. The area between the stones contained sterile grey-brown 

silt. 

 

At the east end of Trench 5 was a negative feature cut into the glacial till that was only partially 

visible. It was 0.28m deep, had steep sides and a flat base. Animal bones and a piece of 18th/19th 

century brick (J. Franklin pers comm.) were recovered from the fill. 

 

Trench 7 contained the foundation courses of a wall (003) at the southeast end. This was oriented 

northwest to southeast, was 0.7m wide and had a visible length of 3.5m; it continued outwith the 

trench to the southeast. It was constructed of 3 to 4 courses of undressed sandstone up to 0.3m by 

0.15m in size. It was bonded with a yellow sandy mortar and survived to a height of 0.6m. The 

wall turned to the southwest at the northwest end. A return was also visible 1.2m from the end of 

the trench. The wall was built on top of a clayey silt (004) likely to be a buried soil. It was abutted 

by a deposit similar to 004 that contained small pieces of stone rubble (005). No foundation cut 

was visible. 

 

Trench 10 contained a narrow linear feature cut into the glacial till that was oriented southwest to 

northeast. Due to contamination by oil of a deposit of modern levelling and the deep, unstable 

nature of the trench it was not investigated by hand.  The feature had a very sharp interface with 

the natural glacial till in plan, straight edges and was 0.4 m wide. For these reasons it was 

interpreted as a possible machine-cut service trench. It was located directly beneath a modern 

deposit (040) and is unlikely to be of archaeological significance. 

 

Conclusions 

 

The wall present in Trench 7 was the foundation of a demolished building to the northeast of the 

main farm complex. An 1840 estate plan (RHP 2172) shows a building on this location that shares 

the same orientation as the wall in Trench 7 and is shown as still standing on the 1938 Ordnance 

Survey map of area (Geddes 2008). 

 

The stone lined linear feature in Trench 4 is likely to have been a culvert, probably a drain located 

in a field to the east of the farm. The negative feature in Trench 6 dates from the 18th or 19th 

century. Though very little of it was seen it is likely to have been a disposal pit. 
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All of the recorded features are interpreted as relating to the known occupation of the farm from 

the 18th century on and none add significant information to our understanding of the farm’s 

development. The archaeological evaluation did not reveal any evidence for earlier settlement 

and it seems likely that the farmstead was created on a ‘greenfield’ site in the 18th century. 
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APPENDIX 1  

 

Trench Register 

 

Tr. 

No 
Orientation Description 

Length 

(m) 

Max. 

Depth (m) 

1 NW-SE 

Situated in domestic garden. Dark grey silty clay topsoil (0.4m) over 

dark orange brown sandy clay subsoil (0.35m). Natural-yellow/brown 

sandy clay. 

15 0.95 

2 N-S 

Situated in farmhouse courtyard. Tarmac and gravel (0.3m) over 

compact levelling deposit containing modern rubble and brick (0.35m). 

Natural- Light grey/brown sand. 

12 0.65 

3 N-S 

Situated in tarmac-covered open area. Tarmac and gravel (0.1m) lay 

over bands of levelling containing abundant modern stone and brick 

rubble (0.75m). Beneath this was mid brown sandy clay subsoil 

(0.35m). Natural- light orange-brown sandy clay. 

19.5 1.5 

4 E-W 

Situated in tarmac and concreted covered open area. Concrete and 

tarmac (0.1m) over bands of levelling deposits containing abundant 

modern stone and brick rubble (0.6m). Beneath the levelling was dark 

brown sandy clay (0.3m) over light grey brown sandy clay subsoil 

(0.15m). Natural- light orange-brown sandy clay. Contained stone-built 

culvert at the east end. 

18 1.15 

5 E-W 

Situated in tarmac-covered open area. Tarmac and gravel (0.25m) and 

modern brick surface over bands of levelling containing abundant 

modern stone and brick rubble (0.65m). Beneath the levelling was grey 

brown sandy clay subsoil (0.25m). Natural- light orange brown sandy 

clay. Contained a negative feature at east end. 

9.5 1.25 

6 E-W 

Situated in domestic garden. Dark grey silty clay topsoil (0.65m) over 

dark orange brown sandy clay subsoil (0.3m). Natural- light orange-

brown sandy clay 

10.5 0.95 

7 NW-SE 

Situated in tarmac-covered open area. Tarmac and gravel (0.3m) lay 

over bands of levelling containing abundant modern stone and brick 

rubble (0.55m). Beneath this was mid brown sandy clay subsoil (0.3m). 

Natural- light orange-brown sandy clay. Contained NW-SE oriented 

lime-mortared wall. 

19.5 1.15 

8 E-W 

Situated in tarmac-covered open area. Tarmac and gravel (0.3m) lay 

over bands of levelling containing abundant modern stone and brick 

rubble (0.55m). Beneath this was mid brown sandy clay subsoil (0.3m). 

Natural- light orange-brown sandy clay. 

10.5 1.2 

9 NE-SW 

Situated in domestic garden. Dark grey silty clay topsoil (1.05m) over 

dark orange brown sandy clay subsoil (0.3m). Natural- light orange-

brown sandy clay 

6.5 1.25 

10 E-W 

Situated in tarmac-covered open area. Tarmac and gravel (0.3m) lay 

over bands of levelling containing abundant modern stone and brick 

rubble (1 m). Natural- light orange-brown sandy clay. 

10 1.3 

 

Context Register 

 

Context 

Number 
Description 

001 Cut of negative feature- Trench 5 

002 Fill of 001- Trench 5 

003 Stone wall- Trench 7 

004 Mid brown silty clay under wall 003- Trench 7 

005 Dark brown silty clay abutting wall 003- Trench 7 
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006 Light grey brown rubble deposit- Trench 7 

007 Mid reddish brown compact clayey silt with tile and brick-Trench 7 

008 Tarmac- Trench 7 

009 Topsoil- Dark grey silty clay- Trench 1 

010 Dark orange/brown clayey sand with rare rubble and tile- Trench 1 

011 Tarmac- Trench 2 

012 Mixed brick and rubble deposit- Trench 2 

013 Tarmac- Trench 3 

014 Mixed clayey sand, brick and rubble deposit- Trench 3 

015 Mid brown silty clay- Trench 3 

016 Concrete- Trench 4 

017 Mixed clayey sand, brick and rubble deposit- Trench 4 

018 Dark brown sandy clay- Trench 4 

019 Mid grey/brown sandy clay- Trench 4 

020 Cut of stone drain 021- Trench 4 

021 Stone drain- Trench 4 

022 Fill of stone drain 021- Trench 4 

023 Tarmac- Trench 5 

024 Brick surface under tarmac- Trench 5 

025 Mixed levelling deposit with brick and stone rubble- Trench 5 

026 Mid brown sandy clay- Trench 5 

027 Topsoil- Dark grey silty clay- Trench 6 

028 Dark brown clayey sand with rare rubble and tile- Trench 6 

029 Tarmac- Trench 8 

030 Concrete- Trench 8 

031 Mixed levelling deposit with brick and stone rubble- Trench 8 

032 Dark brown clayey silt- Trench 8 

033 Mid brown silty clay- Trench 8 

034 Topsoil- Dark grey silty clay- Trench 9 

035 Dark brown clayey sand with stone rubble and tile- Trench 9 

036 Mid brown silty clay- Trench 9 

037 Blaise- Trench 10 

038 Tarmac- Trench 10 

039 Dark brown clayey sand with rubble and gravel levelling- Trench 10 

040 Oily gravel and rubble levelling- Trench 10 

 

Photograph Register 

Colour print and colour slide 

 

Film No. 1 (Colour Slide) and 2 (Colour Print) 

 

Shot 

No. 

Direction 

Facing 
Description 

1 - ID Shot 

2 E General view of Trench 1 

3 S General view of Trench 2 

4 S General view of Trench 3 

5 E Stone drain at south end of Trench 4 

6 NW General view of Trench 4 

7 SE Negative feature (001) at east end of Trench 5 

8 W General view of Trench 5 

9 W General view of Trench6 

10 SW Stone wall (003) at south end of Trench 7 

11 N General view of Trench 7 
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12 W General view of Trench 8 

13 E General view of Trench 9 

14 E General view of Trench 10 

15 N View of section in Trench 10 showing contaminated deposit 
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